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PoLiTIcAL. 


kash, of the 23rd July, condemns the grant of a 
sop heng tate subsidy of twelve lakhs of rupees to Amir 


Subsidy to Amir Abdur Rahman. = Abdur Rahman. Who is to pay him this 


gym? Why should it be given him? Is Government in s0 affluent 


es that it can pay this sum without the least difficulty? This 
a ‘ill. be the heer 7 vf further demands on the Amir’s part. Abdur 
Rahman is not a wise statesman, and, like Anglo-Indians, desires to rule the 

eople subject to him at the point of the bayonet. He is not popular. 

‘s finances are in disorder, and he 1s involved in debt. Government has 
granted him a subsidy of twelve lakhs of rupees, but it cannot give him 
wisdom and good sense. He will never be able to introduce order into his 
kingdom, and until he can do that—so long as he remains Amir—will the 
Government of India be obliged to grant him subsidies. Thus will the 
charge of maintaining another worthless dependant fall upon India. If the 
Liberals are really seized with Russophobia, or ift hey really desire to become 
masters of Afghanisian, let them throw off the mask and begin to govern 16 


themselves, and so act that the expenditure incurred on its administration 


may be met from the revenues. What is the good of saddling India with 
needless expenditure ? : 

9. The Prajé Bandhu, of the 24th July, observes, in reference to the 

, proceedings of the French in Madagascar, 

The English and the French in gnd particularly to their treatment of the 

_—— Englishmen who were there, that it is not possi- 

ble that the French did all that is alleged against them without any provo- 

cation from the English. It is probable the English had secretly opposed 

the French in Madagascar. The English have a habit of placing obstacles 

inthe way of other people—witness their conduct in Central Asia, in 


| Bulgaria, in Chili, in Tonquin, and other places. A war between the 


French and the English, however, is exceedingly to be deprecated. 


Pustic ADMINISTRATION. 


3. The Samvdd Prabhakar, of the 11th July, observes that if female 


doctors are in any country a necessity, it is a 
Admission of females into the ; emi - ° . ge 
Medical College clabses. necessity pre-eminently in India. The agitation 


regarding the admission of female pupils into 
the classes of the Calcutta Medical College is at length, through the favour 


of Mr. Rivers Thompson, about to bear fruit. The Hditor heartily approves 
of the letter which His Honor has written on this subject to the Director 
of Public Instruction, and suggests that Bengali females should be granted 
admission into the classes of the different medical schools in this country, 
where they should be taught medical science through the medium of the 
vernacular. If this were done, many females would seek admission as 
pupils, who would not probably be able, owing to their being required to have 
passed the F. A. test of the University, to obtain admission into the classes 
of the Calcutta Medical College. 

4. The same paper, of the 12th July, contains an article headed 


Viitit=iVtnue:~.: What should be done to put a stop to the 


agitation overthe Ilbert Bill?’ The writer 
observes that Lord Ripon did not foresee that his proposal to vest certain able 


native civilians with criminal jurisdiction over Europeans would be the 
Cause of so much agitation amongst the tea and the indigo planters and 
other non-official Europeans, and amongst a certain section of Kuropean 
Officials in this country, or that it would lead to so dreadful an outcry 


against Government—an outbreak of race antipathy, attended with abuse 


of natives, with threats directed against Government, and with other 


Praya BaNDuv, 
July 24th, 1883. 


SamvaD 
PRaBHAKAR, 


July llth, 1883. 
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improper acts. The opponents of. the Ibert Bill are leaving no gt 
unturned to procure a withdrawal of the measure. This is not ¢e rite 
good sign. Not one of the many compromises which have been sug ah, 
would answer in practice. If, however, the Bill were abandone , the re 
world would know that the British Government, after coming litibeed 
eee | | to 
fulfil the promises given by the Empress of India, had retraced jt. ate 
on unsubstantial grounds. There is only one way out of the difficult 
The opponents, as well as the supporters of the Bill, must bow t rh 
decision which the House of Commons might arrive at on this subject after 
a careful consideration of all the facts. The Bill should not ‘be iad 
a party question, and the Queen’s Proclamation, the Queen’s promis, 
the object aimed at by Lord Ripon, the advantage or disadvantage , 
which the passing of the Bill into law would bring to the Administration, and , 
the prayers made by the supporters, as well as the opponents of the RB; 
should all be taken into consideration. Instead of placing Lord Ripon iy 
a position of difficulty, the whole subject should be referred to the decision 
of Parliament. 
Purva Paatipawasi, 5. The Purva Pratidhwam, of the 13th July, makes the folloy. 
nmy 19th, 1889 “Rajah Harish Chandra and the ig observations in its opening article :— s 
Deputy Commissioner of the Chitta- ‘We published in our last issue an account 
iia rates of some of the acts of oppression to which 
Rajah Harish Chandra was subjected. In the present issue certain other 
acts of a similar nature will be referred to. Our readers and contemporaries 
will see what oppression is being committed under the British Government 
upon a respectable person enjoying the title of Rajah. 
‘“ Rajah Harish Chandra, Raya Bahadur, enjoys the titles of Raya 
Bahadur and Rajah Bahadur, conferred upon him by Government. Pleased 
with the services which were rendered by him on the occasion of the Lushai 
war, Government conferred upon him those titles. Up to this time he has 
not done anything to displease Government, so that, not to speak of finding 
fault with his actions, Government has not even had any ground for suspect- 
ing that he had done anything wrong. Nevertheless, the Rajah Bahadur 
has been detained in Rangamati in such a manner that he cannot 
ordinarily go elsewhere, and can only do so on occasions of emergency with 
the permission of the Deputy Commissioner. Without the permission of that 
officer he cannot be absent from Rangamati even for a short time for 
hunting or other purposes. On one occasion, when the Rajah was absent 
in his father-in-law’s house, the Deputy Commissioner became so annoyed 
with him that he recorded the following order :—[ Here is given the substance 
of the order, which is to the effect that in future the Rajah shall not leave 
Rangamati without the permission of the Deputy Commissioner.] —s 
“On another occasion, with a view to go to one of his zemindanes, 
the Rajah Bahadur informed the Deputy Commissioner that, as he wanted to 
go to one of his zemindaries, and might be away for one or two months, he 


eee 


quan® dim +¢.34 fi => yews C= 


S 


left Munshi Jaynarayan behind at Rangamati to do his work. To this the 
Deputy Commissioner replied as follows :—”[Here is given the reply, to the 
effect that the Rajah is to be informed that he is not to leave Rangamail 
without the permission of the Deputy Commissioner.] The Editor proceeds 
to observe that no order was ever passed by Government to the effect that the 
Rajah was always to remain at Rangamati, and that he would not be 
allowed to even visit his native village, Rajanagar, which is situated within 
the jurisdiction of Thana Rangunia, at a distance of 12 to 14 miles 8 
Rangamati. It would appear from the orders passed by the Depu'y 
Commissioner that the Rajah does not enjoy even that amount of liber 
which is possessed by a common peasant. An accused person may } 
enlarged if he has entered into his personal recognizance, but this honor 
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oval, and innocent person does not enjoy even that privilege. The Rajah 
. azh he has been subjected to so much oppression, still remains staunch 
ats ioyalty to the British Government, and keeps a vigilant watch upon 
'h Lushai frontier. Will the prestige of the Government be increased, if 
ua be the reward of loyalty to British rule? On another occasion the 
Ruiah was kept standing for over an hour in the Court of the Deputy 
Commissioner, and then he was given a seatin a place where it was beneath 
his dignity to sit. He, however, obeyed in silence. 

6. The same paper contains an article headed “ The release of Surendra 
Babu.” ‘The writer refers to the incidents 
connected with the Babu’s release from jail, 
and asks, why .did Government act in the manner it did? Did not 
all this show the weakness of Government P What are the public 
thinking of the release of Surendra Nath from jail while it was yet dark P 
Did Government act from fear, or for the purpose of offering an insult to 


Release of Surendra Nath. 


Punva PraTipnwani, 
July 18th, 1683, 


Surendra Babu? The proceedings in connection with Surendra Babu do — 


not, from beginning to end, show any very great concern with law. It was 
perhaps for this reason that the circumstances attending his release from 
jail were so peculiar. The authorities probably considered that, as one illegal 
act had been already committed, all the rest might be illegal. They 
therefore ordered Surendra Nath’s release while it was vet dark. Referring 
to the police arrangements made at Barrackpore, the writer asks :—“ Were 
all these intended to give a fitting reception to Surendra Nath? We are 
ashamed to see such timidity on the part of Government. The time has not 
ret come for Government to show such timidity. Whether there ever will 
be such a time we cannot yet guess. ‘The arms and ammunition of Bengalis 
yet remain to be manufactured.” 

7. A correspondent of the same paper — - — as 
eee oe a Chittagong is situated on the east and Akya 
ee on the west of the Naaf river. Formerly salt 
from Akyab used‘to be sold at Teknaaf. When this supply was discontinued, 
many secretly brought salt from Akyab for consumption. But now, owing 
to strict Government supervision, this cannot be done. This has caused 
considerable inconvenience to the inhabitants. When the price of salt at 
Akyab was 2 pice, and at Chittagong 6 pice per seer, it used to be sold at 
Teknaaf at 8 pice a seer. But now that Government has reduced the duty 
on salt, the price of the article ought to be less than Rs. 5 a maund. The 
case, however, 1s Otherwise in Teknaaf, where, in pursuance of the example of 
the bondholders of Chittagong, salt is being sold at Rs. 7-8 a maund. Not 
only are the people thus subjected to loss, but the consumption of salt also has 
diminished. The poor and rude inhabitants of this part of the country 
how use less salt than formerly, so that where formerly one maund was used 
half a maund is now thought sufficient. 

8. Another correspondent of the same paper complains that Babu 

The Sudder Munsif of Chittagong.  DUtS@ Charan Sen, the Sudder M unsif of 

Chittagong, is a man of indolent disposition, 

and spends much time in idle talk when he should work. There aré repeated 

adjournments granted, which put witnesses to much inconvenience. He 

entertains a low opinion of the moral character of the inhabitants of Chitta- 
gong, and has recently appointed his domestic servant to officiate as peon. 

9. The Samachar Chandrika, of the 13th July, dwells upon the 


Fourth class passengers on the East. Convenience to which fourth class passengers 


era Bengal Kailway. on the Hastern Bengal Railway are subjected 


owing to the rude and careless behaviour on 
the part of railway servants. On the occasion of Hindu festivals there is a 
fe.rful overcrowding in the carriages. On these occasions the passengers 


PourvaPRaTIpDBWAz!l. 


PurvaPratipuwaPt. 


Samacwir 
Cuamprixa, 


July 15th, 1883. 


SaMVAD 
PraBHsKkaR, 


July lith, 1883. 


SANJIVANI, 
July lath, 1883. 


SaNJIVANI. 


PaRIDARSNAk. 
July 15th, 1853. 


i 27 ae 
% te ‘ 
5, 4 re 
Sea 
Fee 
ee 
a 
ee 
<j & 
2 Ty ; 
eee oe 
bar if 
ort at 
€" 9! 7 
Phys 
BA 7% 
7 x. 
rirtg j 
es 2 ‘ 
a NS te | ‘ 
. : 
eh & 
Eee thy 
Eve 4 at 
Bess 
Rk 
ce 
. ie 8 
+H Fig 
ees 
fy Be 
Rhee | 
- 2 
say 
Pye. 
2 
Pe) is 
RCTS SD: 
Re Sf Se 
Cube ee <ae 
ho oe Gm 
at 
gig?" s LX 
ae Be BS 
te 2 a 
‘ + 
8 ws 
vas By She 
tg 
eee a | 
ee. Re 
5 N 
e Vie 
a te 
a> ¢ 
ee 
Lay ee ee 
or, Ree 
ee 
ray = 
Pst 
+h 
L oe 
‘ 
ae 
1 3 
co 
— 
* . 
an 
A ig 
> 
ni 
Le oe 
ng 
o” FJ 
, a 
xe 
ve 
Pa 
yc 
J 
oe 
3 
& 
i 
> + 
’ 
> an 
21% 
ae 5! 
ey a 
5 s.4 
» z s 
rd F; 
: ay 
. c 
2» Bes 
itt ; 
ers . 
hohe * i 
3} he ‘ 
*, *. . 
ve Ya 
~"s aa: 
®, . 
3 we ‘ 
ica 2 
ee 
4 at 2 
‘nite 
7k Fe 
én ? 2 
Asies oO: 
a 
2 A 
ag 
eax 
RAR & 
oy 
+ mye 
vag eee 
ae 
<= 
ae 4 
‘ os 
ve 
+-* ee 
- 2 
. 9 
mur 3 
ral ¥ 
oh 
med 
Rt 
ae 
oe 
Fay 
a 
€ 
spe Ss 
aS “ 
hw 
nS 
7s 
os 7 3 
x 
ee 
u SR, 
# bog 7 
.er 
re 
4 a -£ 
Pe 
Tee 


va a Ae -—— ee 
sett RM NS Se dg Relat ok 
: PE Ea RE, BBs RIO LESS 


( 436 ) 


are frequently subjected to rude treatment at the hands of the a 
: . : ° ailws 

police constables and railway servants, both in purchasing tickets and ; 

gettng into the carriages. " 

10. The Samvdd Prabhdkar, of the 14th July, makes the follow; 

observations in an article on the Emigratig 
Report for 1882 :— When last year the A. me 
Coolie Bill was passed into law, the whole native press of Bengal, in pom 
voice, strongly protested against many sections of the Bill; but determines 
to promote the interests of the tea planters, Government did not heed those 
protests, and passed the measure. India is the only country in the world 
where the practice of emigration is sanctioned by law, and the practice has 
been called into existence to promote the convenience and interests of the 
tea and coffee planters. It is not therefore a matter of wonder that (yy. 
ernment should attend chicfly to their interests. It is true Government gop. 
sults the interests cf the labourers also, but a careful conzideration will shoy 
that it is the employers of labour, rather than the labourers, who receive the 
larger amount of favour at the hands of Government. In the days of the Bag 
India Company the tea and the coffee planters were not allowed to seti}. 
in the country, not to speak of enjoying any advantages here. It is only 
since government passed into the hands of the Queen that Englishmen 
have begun to come in crowds to obtain favours at the hands of Government. 
Nobody has any objection to see them thus favoured. What the public wants 
is that the labourers should be granted equal favours. 

11. The Savjiwani, of the 14th July, observes that, now that the 
Lieutenant-Governor has returned to the 
Presidency, it behoves His Honor to ponder 
on the feeling of bitter hostility which prevails between natives and Enro- 
peans, and to consider whether he is not in some measure responsible for 
it. There should exist peace and good-will among the nations of the 
earth, and the present outbreak of race antipathy is extremely deplorable. 
Mr. Thompson, if he be so minded, can put a_ stop to the present 
dispute. The Anglo-Indians created this dispute, and Mr. Thompson is 
their god. What cannot he do if he but tries ? 

12. The same paper points out that under British rule, owing to the 
heavy cost of litigation in the shape of court- 
fees and other charges which suitors are obliged 
to pay, justice has in a manner become inaccessible to the poor. In the 
hands of the strong and the wealthy the court-fees have become as it were 
an engine of oppression upon the weak and the poor. The Editor shows 
that in a suit for arrears of rent amounting to one rupee the plaintiff has 
to spend, at the lowest calculation, and exclusive of all illegal payments, al 
least twelve rupees. The public are called upon to agitate for the purpose of 
securing a reduction in the cost of litigation. 

13. The Paridarshak, of the 15th July, refers to the rumou 
that the Secretary of State has directed 
Lord Ripon to pass the Jibert Bill afte 
modifications, and that, when these modifications are made, = 
privileges now enjoyed by Europeans, as regards their trial, will almos 
remain intact. The Editor, however, expresses the hope that Govern: 
ment will not fall into this error. The honor and prestige of Government #8 
bound up with the present Bill. Lord Ripon and his colleagues sho 
not allow themselves to forget that, if the Ibert Bill is not passed, an 
passed in its present form, the confidence of the people in the justice mn 
firmness of Government will be extremely shaken. If the views of co 
India Council in England be always adopted, it is doubtful whether Bri 
rule in India will ever be ableto atiract the love and respect of the peop’ 


Emigration Report, 1&82. 


Mr. Thompson and race antipathy. 


Cost of litigntion. 


The Ilbert Bill. 
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14. The Sddhdrani, of the 15th July, observes, in the course of an pamper god ; 
article on landlord and tenant, thata gradual ~" 
decrease of the power of the landlord, and 

s proportionate increase of the power of the tenant, is inevitable, and cannot 

but be beneficial. But at the same time it 1s not desirable that this change 

should take place with the suddenness and swiftness of a revolution. 

Nobody could wish for a repetition of the Pubna riots. In the disputes 

between landlords and tenants Government should act as the mediator. 

{; would therefore be extremely disappointing if the intervention of 
Government should have the effect of deepening the mutual distrust of these 

two parties. A law which taught the tenant to distrust the zemindar, 

and to compel him to go to law against the zemindar at every turn, 

sould never be a good law. Nay, considering the condition of the Bengal 

tenantry, it would be positively mischievous. Great troubles would arise 
‘e the tenant came to entertain a distrust of everything that might 

be done by the zemindar. In that case it would perhaps be found necessary 

to put an end to the troubles by sloughtering tenants. A rising of the 

tenantry 18 not wanted. What is wanted is a law for their protection to 

he enacted by firm and cautious rulers of advanced views. 

15. The same paper in another article exhorts the friends of the %4?™4™4"!- 

What the friends of the ryots ryots to be up and doing. The AMindu 

hoes €0. Patriot had been zealously advocating the 

cause of the zemindars, and meetings of landholders have begun to be 

held all over Bengal in connection with the Rent Bill. The object of the 
landholders probably is to make Bengal hot with agitation, even before 

Lord Ripon’s return to the Presidency, and to have agitation kept up by 

the Hindu Patriot and the efforts of the British Indian Associa- 

tion until the Rent Bill is disposed of, one way or the other. Lord 

Ripon will not stay here long, so that if anything is to be done, it should 

be done before the eold season. The Bill itself requires considerable 
amendment. The ryots are now busy with agricultural operations, and 

when these are brought to a close they will have to prepare for the 

malarious fever. It is thus clear that no powerful agitation from the -ryot’s 

side can be made in the rainy season or in the cold season. Government 

is still collecting opinions on the Biull, and the measure will not undergo 

the desired amendment if protests are not made by the ryots. Silence on 

the part of the ryots, and protests on the part of the zemindars, will have 

the effect of putting off the Bill for another year. 

16. The same paper thus concludes an article headed “There “*>™**4*™ 


eae should be one rent law for the whole of 

' Bengal ”’:—The truth is the landholders 
have always been the stronger party. It is true they do not as 
formerly murder and inflict wounds, but they have at present become 
In many matters stronger through cunning and stratagem. The zemindar is 
perfectly aware of this. The ryot knows it every day to his cost, and the 
fact is not unknown to Government and its officers. It is wise to legislate 
according to circumstances. The*laws which have been enacted on the 
strength of the belief that the zemindar is strong, and that the ryot is 
Weak, are not open to objection. A law is passed only after a considera- 
tion of a majority of cases. In some cases the law fails to produce any 
beneficial consequences: in others, again, the results become mischievous. 
There can be no law which will prove beneficial in all cases. In most 
cases the zemindars happen to be the stronger party. Government 
therefore is but doing its duty by proposing to legislate for the protection 
ofthe ryots, It has been guilty of a neglect of duty in having so long 
remained inactive in this matter. By therefore proposing the same 
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rent law for the whole of Bengal, Government has not done anyth; 
reprehensible ; but, on the contrary, has acted in a commendable Manne 
SapmARast, 17. The same paper, in another article headed the “ Tenant’, pra i 
oe remarks that the Bengal Tenancy Bij Pb 
be passed into law. The zemindars Pray 
large income from their tenants, but have, since the permanent settle ne 
done nothing to ameliorate their condition. ut, 
of 
poset ala wing 18. The Sambdd Purnachandrodaya, of em 16th July, 
Joly 16tb, 1883. ' the agitation which is bein 
peep iapin a opponents of the Ibert Bil 1S perfec 
unreasonable, considering that the Queen’s Proclamation distinctly lays it 
down that no person shall, by reason of his race, be excluded fron an 
appointment to the public service to which he may be otherwise eligibj, 
Will the Government of India, terrified by the outcries of a few persons 
act contrary to the sentiments of that Proclamation? The opponents of: 
the Bill should plainly tell Government to ignore the promises made by the 
Queen ; if they cannot do that, they should remove the obstacles which |i 
in the path of advancement of the people of India. 
Cmano Vastra, 19. The Charu Vartd, of the 16th July, continues its series of 
July 16th, 1#83. : ‘¢ ‘ “pa 
aides articles headed— Matter for reflection.” In 
the present number the writer dwells upon the 
large and wasteful expenditure which is incurred in the Public Works 
Department. The irresponsible manner in which expenditure is incurred 
in the Army, and particularly in the Commissariat Department, is condemned, 
The article opens with the following observations :— While the people of 
this country are eagerly in quest of food, the foreigners, who are here, are 
enjoying princely viands in a magnificent style. ‘This indeed is the condi- 
tion of India at the present time. This is. not the only way in which the 
resources of India are squandered. Government is very proficient in 
accounts. An error of one pice is corrected at a cost of four pice, but in 
every department, and particularly in the Military and Public Works 
Departments, wasteful expenditure reigns supreme. A contractor, if he can 
but obtain one or two contracts in these departments, can earn suflicient 
to énable him to pass the rest of his life in ease. The shortcomings of 
petty clerks and subordinate officers readily attract the attention of Gover 
ment, but those who live under the shadow of high office, and either 
wilfully, or through error of judgment, squander the public money, 
take it all easy, and nobody calls them to account for it. é 3 
Cmanv Vazta. 20. The same paper observes that the liberal and strong views which 
Be ae Lieutenant-Governor has hg sia se 
veal College claceee, SC ”~Sstthe: subject of the admission of females i 
eT the ee 20 of the Calcutta Medical College 
are such as the people expect to find in His Honor. Ifa ruler cannot at 
in accordance with the wishes and wants of the people, and the signs of tne 
times, considerable hardship and disappointment are experienced. The 
Editor asks that arrangements should be made for the medical education 
of native girls in the medical schools at Dacca and Patna, and for the 
preparation and appointment of text books on midwifery in vernacular. 4 
Cuanu Varta. 21. The same paper makes the following observations 10 a0 article 
oe, on emigration in 1882 :—* We firmly beliers 
Emigration in 1882. 5 ° . dens 
as does the public, that in most tea gar " 
there is oppression committed on the labourers. The tea crop, like the 
indigo, is liable to wholesale destruction if at particular seasons pari’ 
care is not taken of it. It is during these seasons that the labourers - 
made to work like ‘beasts in utter disregard of their physical or — 
condition. The period of contract has. now been extended from three 


The Rent Bill. 
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eve years, and the managers of the gardens have been granted many undue 

wers. The oppression on the labourers is caused in two different ways : 
Sail, (1) the sardars in charge of the depdts decoy, by holding out 
‘aducements, many simple-hearted peasants ; and (2) in most tea gardens 
the labourers are subjected ta oppression. The tea-planters are wealthy 
and powerful, and the Bengal Government does not, whatever be the cause, 
cay much to them. We, however, think that until, as was the case during 
the indigo riots, re-action sets in against oppression in tea gardens, the 
Bengal Government will not awake to the gravity of the situation. Such 
‘adifference to the welfare of the poor and helpless coolies does not certainly 
become the Government of this country.” 

99. The Samvdd Prabhakar, of the 17th July, contains anarticle headed S4«v4> Psavmsxar, 
the “ Contemplated retirement of Lord Ripon.” °°" '*** 
The Editor observes that of all the Governors 
who have come to India since the days of Lord Clive, no one has been able, 
like Lord Ripon, to find a place in the hearts of all the different sections 
of the Indian people. The history of British rule in India will doubtless 
proclaim this fact for all time. Mr. Gladstone rightly said that all Governments 
should always try to obtain such a ruler as Lord Ripon. Like Ram Chandra 
among the Aryan Kings, and Akbar among the Moghul Sovereigns, has Lord 
Ripon been able by his sole desire to benefit the people, to raise in their hearts 
an undying monument of his fame. Even if narrow-minded Englishmen do 
not look upon the Local Self-Government scheme with favour, even if the 
Ibert Bill does not become law, the two hundred and seventy millions of 
the Indian people will nevertheless go on for ever singing the praises of 
the pious Lord Ripon. India was fortunate in having received such a 
Viceroy ; but she is ill-fated, inasmuch as this well-meaning ruler is being 
unjustly and lamentably attacked by a section of narrow-minded English- 
men. If a narrow-minded Viceroy like Lord Lytton had been similarly 
attacked, fearful scenes would have been enacted in India. Lord Ripon, 
it is said, has expressed his intention to resign. There are many 
rumours afloat in this connection. It cannot, however, be believed that 
he will lay down his office for fear of the unreasonable clamour that has 
been raised by some Englishmen. Meetings are being held in different 
parts of the country for the purpose of praying for an extension of Lord 
Ripon’s term of office, but this is not sufficient. What is required is that 
meetings should be held for this purpose in every village. 

23. Weextract the following observations from an article in the Sahachar, SaHacmar, 


6c TR OE July 18th, 1883. 
' The Ibert Billa compromise. of the 18th July ’ headed No compromise :— 


| There can be no doubt that, with the excep- 
tion of a few, the whole body of Europeans in India have stood up against 


the Ibert Bill. Even the European officers of Government have joined 
the opposition. The retired Anglo-Indians now in England are doing 
their utmost by way of protest. Of all the arguments adduced against the 
Bill, the real argument has, however, been brought forward by Mr. Hudson, 
the tea-planter. He says:—‘* We conquered the country with the 
sword ; we remain here relying on the strength of our sword ; and we shall 
remain here reyling on the strength of the sword.” Those that have, since 
their coming to this country, found themselves worshipped like gods will of 
course protest against the [Ibert Bill. They seem unable to understand 
that the true prestige of Englishmen will never be destroyed ; and they 
consider it beneath their dignity to appear as defendant before a Native 
dudge. All sorts of arguments are being employed. Even the fears of 
Englishwomen have been appealed to, although the agitators are perfectly 
aware that it is extremely unlikely that any assault will be committed upon 


Lord Ripon. 


nglishwomen. Considering that not even twenty per cent. of true cases of 
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assault committed by Europeans upon natives are brought before 
courts, it is simply idle to apprehend the institution of false cases, The ae 
Europeans who have been long in this country do not wish to part with the 
special privileges, and believe that the decline of the Empire will comme we 
from the day Europeans are made equal with natives in the sight of the we 
But true statesmen do not share this view, and hold that class Privileges as 
not to exist for ever. The people of India, like the English and the Ranch 
desire the continuance of the Empire. Why should not they be granted 
rights and privileges which are enjoyed by those nations? Lord Ripon js 
not doing anything new. Parliament adopted the policy which had Made 
Rome the mistress of the world. Successive Viceroys, since Lord D 
have aimed at making India an integral portion of the Britis 
There has been considerable improvement in Lord Ripon’s time, and th 
Ilbert Bill is a natural outcome of that improvement. It is no wonde 
that Europeans, and even the European officers of Government, shoulj 
oppose the Bill. What class of people has ever willingly parted wit, 
its power? Government, however, would not be justified in listening to 
their demands. If it did accede to their demands, a dreadful precedent 
would be created. In this conflict with Europeans, Government yj! 
receive the support of the whole Indian people, just as sovereigns in ancient 
times received the support of the people in breaking up the power of the 
oligarchy. The Ibert Bill should be passed into law, and all suggestions 
of compromise disregarded. It is not at all wise to allow any section of 
the people to intimidate Government out of any contemplated measur. 
The Editor thus concludes the article :—‘ Huropeans say that they can 
never rebel. Now, this is no argument. What was the case in America? 
We think that the Editor of the Hnglshman and others like him would have 
attempted rebellion if they had the power. Again, who are you? For how 
many years do you mean to remain in this country ? For whose benefit is the 
administration to be conducted, for the benefit of men like you, or of the two 
hundred and fifty millions of the Indian people? Let Lord Ripon ae 
fearlessly, and history and India will bless him. The agitators will also ere 
long have to confess their mistake.” 

24. The same paper directs the attention of Government to the necessity 
of finding out some means for cheapenmng 
justice to ryots who cannot now, owing t 
heavy cost of litigation, seek the protection of the courts against the 
oppression committed on them by landlords. The Editor further asks 
Government to direct Magistrates to carefully enquire into the practice said 
to exist in some parts of the country on the part of zemindars of levying 
the whole, instead of half, of the road and public works cesses from tte 
ryots. 


25. The same paper refers to the various complaints that are made regard: 


alhousie 
h empire, 


Oppression of the tenantry. 


Vernacular Scholarship Examination 
in the 24-Pergunnahs. 


in the district of the 24-Pergunnahs. The er 
amination, it is observed, should be held in tie 
Senate House, instead of at the Normal School, where sufficient supernsi? 
is not exercised over the candidates, and the question-papers should be 
printed under the eyes of the Inspector of the Presidency Division. 

26. The Rungpore Dik Prakdsh, of the 19th July, cordially appro 
of the proposal made by the Indian Assocration 
to establish a national fund for the purp* 
of carrying on political agitation by constitutional means. ts 

27. The Lducation Gazette, of the 20th July, observes, in reference 

The Rent Bill. the discussions on the Bengal Tenancy 


that before deciding what particular § 


A national fund. 


ing the Vernacular Scholarship Examination 
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re is best adapted to the peculiar circumstances of Bengal, it 
: a ia betas in mind that any system such as the ryotwari, is not likely 
' rn successful in this province, merely because it has proved beneficial 
: Europe. In Europe the tenants possess sufficient means to effect 
: provements on their estates. The case is otherwise in this country. Is 
the ryotwari system which prevails, or which is proposed by some to be 
‘ntroduced in India, the same as the system of peasant proprietorship which 
-evails in Europe ? If it is, and if the Rent Bill succeeds in doing as much 
a Bengal as the system referred to has done for Europe, the Bill can- 
not be praised too much. ‘‘ But,” remarks the Hditor, “ we fear that the 
Bengal Tenancy Bill, if passed into law, will swell the stream of litigation 
and weaken the zemindars, while it will fail to confer any substantial 
benefit upon the tenants.” : 
28. The Arya Darpan, of the 20th July, approves of the proposal 
sett which has been made by some persons to 
establish a native press association, Such 
an association is required for the purpose of promoting unity among native 
ea The Sulabha Samachar, of the 21st July, is glad to hear that the 
Lieutenant-Governor, when he will be out on 
‘The Lieutenant-Governor’s propose’ hig river tour in August next, will pay first 
eae of all a visit to Utterpara. The zemindars 
of that place are, in many respects, an example to the zemindars of other 
places. It is to be hoped that they will be able to convince His Honor 
that they are not satisfied with what improvements they have already made, 
and are resolved to improve the condition of the country and of 
their tenantry. But how will His Honor satisfy them? It can be confidently 
asserted that the zemindars of Utterpara will not be pleased with him if he 
does not abolish the outstill svstem. His Honor may rest assured that, 
until this is done, no respectable person in the country will be favourably 
disposed towards him. 
30. The Bangabdst, of the 21st July, observes that the telegram 
recently received at Calcutta, that the Judi- 
cial Committee of the Privy Council have 
rejected the appeal of Surendra Nath Banerjee has caused the deepest 
disappointment to the people of this country. They had been eagerly 
expecting that, as a result of the appeal, a satisfactory solution of the 
| question involved in the case of Surendra Nath would be arrived at. The 
regret of the people is intensified at the thought that nothing has been 
done in this direction. It mattered little whether Surendra Nath’s con- 
viction was confirmed or set aside. If the power of the High Coart to 
arrest and bring before it for trial anybody and everybody at the sweet 
will of the Judges continue, the life, wealth, and honour of the people of 
India will not be safe. The High Court does not, and should not, possess 
this illegal power. one 
31. The same paper dwells upon ‘the desirability of appointing truly 
: _ representative men to the Indian Legislative 
Leglenetye system in the Indian Council, The selection of the Hon’ble Kristo 
| Das Pal was an act of wisdom. The represen- 
tatives of the different provinces should have seats in the Council. 
02. Referring to the incidents attending the release of Surendra Babu 
Sees OAT from jail, the Uchtt Bakid, of the 14th July, 


remarks:—We are very sorry to see the 
Government of Bengal acting in this manner. It.is difficult to understand 


what has led the authorities to act im 80 wg ee a manner from the 
- beginning to the end of this case. Is it possible that they were on the look-out 


A native press association. 


Surendra Nath’s appeal. 
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for an opportunity to take their vengeance upon Surendra Nath fo, 
speeches? Did they anticipate a rebellion on the part of natives who 

to receive Surendra Nath at the gate of the jail? Glory to the cou, Came 
Government officers! Glory to the Bengal Government! Glory yo : 
British Government! We cannot approve of such disgusting po a, 
despotic authority on the part of Government. Can it be said that 4, : 
was no mystery about the whole affair? = 


83. Referring to a suit recently tried by the Munsif of Patna \ 


| which that officer summoned the def 
a = European, before him, and the fr ae: ¥ 
Lieutenant-Governor in having called for a report on the case, the Bhara 
Mitra, of the 19th July, remarks that, if the proceedings of Judicial officers 
are to be thus interfered with, no greater evil can befal the wor 


1 : K of adminis. 
tration. Indeed, it behoves the Lieutenant-Governor to be a little more 


grave. 
34. The Navavibhdkar, of the 23rd July, makes the following obge. 


vations in an article on the proposed nat} 

Ta I fund :—‘ It is needless to aan ‘a 
fully sympathize with the object of the recent meeting. By its haying 
called this meeting, the Indian Association has become entitled to o 
sincere gratitude. That we have realized the necessity of a national fund 
for the purpose of carrying on political agitation by constitutional means js 
doubtless itself a clear proof of our political advancement. Money js 
required in order to enable us to improve our political condition. For want 
of money our object is not being completely gained.” The editor proceeds 
to observe that all political agitation must be directed to the attainment of 
two great objects ; namely, (1) to obtain the rights which the people do not now 
enjoy ; and (2) to prevent the injurious consequences which are likely to result 
from the errors of the superior authorities, and to make impossible those 
occasional acts of oppression which result from a neglect of duty on the part of 
subordinate officials. Whenever there is any proposal made to confer any 
right upon the people of India, the Anglo-Indians raise a powerful outery: 
Now, without money it is impossible for natives to carry on a successful 
controversy with them. ‘They are powerful, and what they can do without 
money, natives cannot do even with it. And yet even they have created 
a defence fund. How much more necessary is it then for the people of 
India to establish a national fund? Owing to ignorance and errors, the 
laws which are enacted by Government not unoften produce injurious 
consequences. Means should be used to remedy this evil. This would cost 
money. Mere petitions to Government do not always answer the purpost. 
In such cases wide and persistent agitation is required, and this requis 
money. To explain to the people in the mofussil the nature and object af 

any proposed law, it becomes often desirable to send to them men qu 
for the task. It may again be necessary to telegraph to England aty 

particular news, or to keep there a delegate of the people of India. 
this, and many other acts which may be deemed necessary in order to cally 
on political agitation by constitutional means, will require money, and henee 
the desirability of establishing a national fund. dh 
35. Referring to the rude treatment, as described by the Purva Pralitt- 
one want newspaper, to which Rajah ip 
wenn ofthe Chitt Chandra has been subjected at the hand © 
the Deputy Commissioner of the Ciuintagons 

Hill Tracts, the same paper makes the following observations _— What 

the reason of the Rajah’s being kept in surveillance like a person al 
with murder or sedition; of his being publicly and at every turn adres’, 
in insulting language ; and of his being improperly treated in otber way 


all his 
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ment would be becoming only in the case of those persons who 
cel pero any sympathy with the enemy, or be guilty of neglect in 
he ing the orders of Government, or be wanting in loyalty toit. But 
the Bajab Bahadur, instead of expressing any sympathy for the Lushais and 
other races, who are enemies of the British Government, has, on the contrary, 
sedulously endeavoured to hold them in check, and instead of disobeying 
the orders of Government, has always carefully carried them out. Why 
‘she then being subjected to such treatment? Is not treatment such as 
this calculated to destroy the loyalty of men who are loyal to Government 
and wish it well? British rule is founded upon the loyalty’of the subjects, 
and the officer through whose conduct this loyalty is diminished, even 
n the slightest measure, 1s truly an enemy of the Government. He is the 
tye rebel. Such an officer, no matter whether he is a European or a Native, 
should be visited with condign punishment. It behoves ? the Lieutenant- 
Governor to make enquiries into this subject in an impartial spirit, and to 
remove the stain that has been cast upon the reputation of Government. 
36. The same paper makes the following observations in reference to 
the orders of the Bombay Government, and the 
decision of the Bombay High Court in 


Mr. Hewett’s case. 


Mr. Hewett’s case :-— 


‘“ Government has not, and should not have, any power to criticise the 
decision of the High Courts. The decisions may be consonant to justice, or 
be a miscarriage of justice, still they are passed by the High Courts. The 
dignity of the law may or may not be maintained by the decisions, still th 
are passed by the High Courts. We are not therefore sorry that the Rombay 
Government has not said anything to the local High Court for its decision 
in Mr. Hewett’s case, but the actions of the High Courts have filled us with 
fear and amazement. We are sorry that the Privy Council has not removed 
our fear. We must now depend upon our fate. Be that as it may, the 
Governor of Bombay has in a large measure maintained the dignity of 
justice by expressing his dissatisfaction with the action of the Magistrate, 
Mr. Wilson, and of the Superintendent of Police, Mr. Goldsmid, and by 
dismissing Mr. Hewett for ever from Government service. There is 

considerable doubt as to whether the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal would 
have done as much under similar circumstances. Solong as the Pubna sto 
| remains fresh in the mind, so long shall we continue to entertain such doubts.” 
37. The same paper refers to the speech of the Chairman, Sir Alex- 
ander Arbuthnot, at the meeting recently 
held at St. James’ Hall to protest against 


the [bert Bill. It was remarked by Sir Alex- 
ander that the Bill should be withdrawn, inasmuch as it had excited 


race antagonism ; and that, if it were passed, this state of things would be 
| perpetuated. But it behoved the speaker to remember that the outbreak 
of race antipathy which has occurred was not caused by the Bill, by Mr. Ibert, 
y Lord Ripon, or by the people of India. It was caused by unscrupulous 
Anglo-Indians, the protegés of the very men who had met at St. James’ 
Hall to protest against the Ilbert Bill. “There would have been no outbreak 
of race antipathy if these Anglo-Indians had calmly pointed out the merits 
and demerits of the Bill; if t ey had not lost all patience, and like madmen 
needlessly poured abuse upon the heads of natives; and if they had not 
| indulged in mispresentation and sought to affix a stigma upon the pure 
forehead of Lord Ripon. It is again an error on the part of Sir Alexander 
Arbuthnot to suppose that the passing of the Bill will perpetuate race 
antipathy. Instead of that being the case, the passing of the Bill is the only 
way toremove race antagonism. The speaker next referred to the views of 
pe Indian statesmen like Elphinstone and Munro, and endeavoured to 


‘low that they were opposed to changes such as those contemplated by 


St. James’ Hall ti 
the Where iy meeting to oppose 
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the Ilbert Bill. Now, it so happens that these very statesmen gre quoted 
by the advocates of the Bill in support of their views. The fact is, that the 
were in favour of gradually increasing the rights and privileges of natives 
Neither Elphinstone, nor Munro, nor Macaulay, was a worshipper of brute _ 
force. Even if they bad expressed themselves against the principle 
underlying the Ibert Bill, their views should not now be taken into account 
considering the change that has taken place in the condition of India. The 
English agitators have shewn more calmness than the Anglo-Indians, The 
opposition offered by the former is in a large measure owing to the mis. 
representations of Anglo-Indians, and partly also to the deterioration of 
their moral character, caused’ by the long exercise of despotic authority in 
India. The Anglo-Indians had informed the English agitators that natives 
had become so excited over the Ilbert Bill that they had begun to assault 
Europeans and even English ladies. Now, the truth is the few cases of such 
assault that have taken place of late are not in any way due to the Ilbert Bill, 
Such cases are very rare, and will always be rare. Sir Alexander next 
referred to the fact that European officials, as well as non-officials, were 
opposed to the Bill. True; but does this show that the Bill is not called for? 
The opposition of the officials is due to their unwillingness to share with Native 
Magistrates the power which they have hitherto possessed exclusively, while 
the tea and indigo planters and other non-official Huropeans oppose the 
measure because they see that the high-handed manner in which they, 
relying on the undue leniency which had been shown them by European 
Magistrates, have so long acted towards natives will not be permitted if 
Native Magistrates are granted criminal jurisdiction over Europeans. Self- 
interest in the one case, and a false pride in the other, have been the causes 
of the opposition to the Bill. Mr. Seton-Karr has in various ways eaten the 
salt of India, hence he showed some hesitation before opposing the Bill. 
It is gratifying to find that he advised the agitators not to lay stress on 
the argument that the passing of the Ibert Bill will have the effect of 
checking the flow of English capital into India. Mr. Buckland is thus 
referred to :—‘* Mr. Buckland is a Civilian of the olden type. No Bengal 
Hakim could be safe unless he could bend his body before him likea 
bow. Once a Bengali Baboo had gone to see him with a cap instead 
of a pugree on his head. Mr. Buckland sent word through his peon: 
Shald ko chald jdnd kaho (tell wife’s brother to go away). Seeing that 
he loves Bengalisso much, it is no wonder hat he derided Bengali 
Civilians in general, and Mr. B. L. Gupta in particular. Colonel Malleson 
hates Bengalis. 


38. Referring to the dissatisfaction of ship-masters with certain 


decisions of Mr. Henderson, the Chief Presi 
Mr, Henderson, 


dency Magistrate of Calcutta, the same paper 
observes that Mr. B. L. Gupta was not appointed to officiate for Mr. Marsden 


on the alleged ground of his unfitness to pass such decisions as would 
satisfy the European community. But now it is seen that Europeans are 
not ear even with the decisions of the Huropean Magistrate 
Mr. Henderson. If a petition similar to the one which ship-masters intend 
to submit to the Lieutenant-Governor against Mr. Henderson had been 
made against B. L. Gupta, the Englishman and others like him, who are 
opposed to Bengalis, would have rent the skies, would have asked the 
Lieutenant-Governor to dismiss Mr. B. L. Gupta from the public service, 
saying he was not fit for the post of Magistrate, and would have further 
remarked that natives, as a rule, are not fitfor it. When Mr. Henderson 
was appointed to act for Mr. Marsden in supersession of Mr. Gupta, and 
the public objected to the appointment, they were told that Mr. 
Henderson was appointed because he possessed special qualifications 
for the post. But now it isthe Europeans who are saying that he is 10 
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st for the post of Chief Magistrate. If the possession of a white skin 


‘yes one the power of passing good judgments, why are then 
easter thinking of petitioning the Lieutenant-Governor against 


Mr. Henderson f 

39, We take the following from the same paper :—The Pioneer is him- 
self a witty person, and so are his Simla 
aeiucccamt correspondent and his wife. This last-men- 
tioned person, it is said, the other day asked Sir Charles Aitchison in what 
dross he was going to the September Fancy Ball. ** I shall go as a Lieutenant- 
Governor of the present “ day, replied Sir. Charles”. Why not go as Lieute- 
nant-Governor of the future, “ said the lady”. You will only have to blacken 
our face and wear a turban.” No, this is not the proper advice. The 
tare Lieutenant-Governors will all wear gowns and bonnets; under 
the Queen’s rule it is the queens who will become Lieutenant- 
Governors. The wife of “ Britannicus’ will be the Viceroy, and the 
wife of * Asiaticus” the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal. Where the 

mfe of the Pioneer’s correspondent will sit has not been yet decided. 


40. The Som Prakash, of the 23rd July, dwells upon the necessity of 
establishing a national fund for the purpose 
of carrying on political agitation by con- 
stitutional means. This has become very necessary, inasmuch as the Anglo- 
Indians are opposed to all proposals to confer any political rights upon the 
natives of the country, and superior Government officials also, who are 
Europeans, sympathise with non-official Anglo-Indians. So it has come to 
pass that for rights, and privileges which natives can lawfully claim, they are 
dependent upon the favor of their rulers. And this favor cannot be 
obtained without political agitation. The Kditor exhorts his countrymen 
to come forward and aid in the formation of a national fund. 


41. The following is the substance of a long article in the same 


cassie oun paper. What is the cause of the present 

fea ne powerful agitation in India? There are 
among the liberty-loving English nation men who are opposed to all 
proposals to confer liberty uponthe natives ofthis country. The whole 
world is therefore waiting to see what becomes of the Ibert Bill in 
November next. Now whatis the necessity of this Bill, who oppose it, and 
why do they oppose it? Who support it, and why do they support it? 
Should the Bill be passed intolaw? Now, as regards the first question, the 
Billis necessary for the purpose of maintaning the dignity of the British 
nation, which has emancipated the slaves and admitted the immorality of 
the traffic in opium. It becomes the British nation alone to remove all 
lavidious distinctions of race. The people of India would not have 
asked for any such Bill if they had lived under the rule of a Nero or a 
Serajuddowlah, of a Napoleon or of a Russian Czar. The Bill is necessary 
to remove administrative inconvenience, to make justice accessible to 
people in the interior, to redeem the pledges given in the Queen’s 
Proclamation, and to check the oppression now committed on natives b 
Kuropeans. Who oppose the Bil, and why do they oppose it? The 


A national fund. 


Anglo-Indians are opposing it on the ground of the alleged unfitness of 
Native Magistrates to try Europeans. But this ground is not tenable. 


elie tein 42. The Surabhi, of the 23rd July, exhorts 


the public to come forward in aid of the 
Dational fund. 


43. The same paper remarks that if Government has really decided 


The bert Bill— upon adopting a compromise in the matter 
TEE = > ae of the Ibert Bill, it should make known its 
intention without delay. | | 
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44, The Prajé Bandhu, of the 24th July, impresses upon his 
sd as poraries of the Native Press the duty of writin 
chs arn with moderation. This has become yer 
necessary at this time, when preparations have been secretly made to revi 
the Vernacular Press Act. | 
45. The Hindu Banjikd, of the 25th July, deprecates the proposal t, 


| confer upon occupancy ryots the right of ¢ 
—_ ferring their holdings on the ground that this 
would place in their hands another weapon for harassing their landlords 


True, the landlords are given the right of pre-emption, but they are in mogt 
cases too poor to be able to exercise this right. 

46. The Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 23rd July, contains an article 

headed “A prayer to Mr. Rivers Thompson,” 
ee of which the following is a translation -— 

“The Hindoo Patriot, the Amrita Bazar Patrika, the Mirror, &., have 
all requested the Lieutenant-Governor to settle the present dispute, Mr, 
Rivers Thompson is the ruler of Bengal. He is the representative of our 
Sovereign; and he is a sincere Christian ; it is, therefore, his duty that, of 
his own motion, he should settle the present dispute. It is the desire of 
all Bengalis that the present dispute should be settled, hence this time 
probably he will not remain indifferent to this matter. 

“Sir Ashley Eden ascended the throne of Bengal as the patron of the 
British Indian Association. Mr. Rivers Thompson was not in that predi- 
cament. The whole population of Bengal received him as an impartial 
and just ruler. When he visited various places on the occasion of 
agitation for Self-Government, the people of Bengal received him with such 
eclat, and expressed such delight for having him in their midst, as never 
fell to the lot of any Governor-General to witness. In fact, even when the 
Prince of Wales came to this country the people in the mofussil did not 
make such rejoicings. Wherever Mr. Rivers Thompson went, people ‘came in 
thousands from various and distant places to welcome and see him ; and every- 
where, except in Kishnaghur, His Honor charmed the people by giving 
proof of his genuine simplicity. 

“On obtaining access to him, people represented their joys and sorrows 
to him without guile. On seeing him, the hearts of the mofussil people 
became cheerful and acquired a new vigour. Those who for fear of local 
officers had hitherto shrunk from giving expression to their sorrows, sincerely 
opened their hearts before Mr. Rivers Thompson, and disclosed what they had 
n their minds. The people of Dacca and Berhampore fearlessly spoke to 
him of the high-handedness of their Magistrates—Messrs. Westmacott and 
Moseley. Wherever Magistrates made efforts to throw obstacles in the path 
of Self-Government, the Lieutenant-Governor paid no heed to them. 
The people had great respect for him before his accession to the throne of 
Bengal. On seeing him, the respect of the people became greater; and 
though the agitation in connection with the Jurisdiction Bill has excited 
various feelings in the minds of many, yet even now none believe him to 
be hypocritical or insincere. 

“The Amrita Bazar Patrikéd has stated that when Mr. Thompson 
spoke in the Legislative Council on the Jurisdiction Bill, he advised Lord 
Ripon to withdraw it. He said that, if it were not withdrawn, difficulties 
would arise in connection with the noble measures which had been introduced 
by Lord Ripon into this country. There can be no mistake that Mr. Rivers 
Thompson spoke these words with sincerity from the core of his heart. In 
presenting to the Legislative Council the Self-Government Bill, he said 


that the assurances he had’ given tothe neovle of Bengal regencing nes 
om 


Government during his mofusil tour were not lip-deep, but proceede 
his heart. : 
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« By fighting strenuously with Lord Ripon for the Central Board, he 
ave another proof of his sincerity. He saw that, if the Central Board 
were not established, the control of Self-Government would be graduall 
transferred t0 the hands of local officers, and that, if this work fell into the 
hands of local officers, the object with which Lord Ripon was conferring this 
privilege on the people of Bengal would not be attained. 

” And the Lieutenant-Governor, who has atevery step given such proof 
of his sincerity, cannot suddenly become an object of disrespect to the people 
of Bengal. But we had always one fear. Mr. Rivers Thompson belie a 
Christian, 1 was likely that he would place greater reliance on the surdsal 
Christian officials ; and that he would be moved in many things by the Christian 
ifficials subordinate to him. If Mr. Rivers Thompson did not take charge of 
he administration of a Government, if he had no Governmental fineiiens “ 
discharge, we could respect him the more for this weakness. Blind zeal 
‘1 all things is bad; but unless one had blind zeal in reli ion 
sould not reach the feet of the Most’ High. Without firm faith ahs a 
approach God. Ifa pious man has a firm faith in any religion, he m 
naturally feel confidence in the people who profess that religion. Th 4 
who worshipe Lord Jesus can never be a bad man; if Mr Rivers Thon jas 
has this belief in his heart, he will assuredly attain to the feet i 
Jesus. But in a country where followers of diverse religion live tog x 
here natives and foreigners, the conquerors and the conquered a, wi 
and the strong, live together, if any follower of any sidinial has 8 h fi ; 
faith in his own religion, and particuarly if the ruler be such a ‘fi ll i 
of any particular religion, he is likely to fall into many serious er : aa 
the people of this country believe that the great Christian Mr. Bi ws 
ese * at cg “Wy falling into such errors. beetle 

“Mr. Rivers Thompson is our ruler. 
any particular religion ; a has he come to shi yonions ‘a "an ¥ ~— 
of the parties that exist in this country. Hence 4 should be i ssertial 
to all his subjects. None blame him because: he has es hye te 
adverse to the Jurisdiction Bill. The people of this weak bel ve that 
he is sincerely of opinion that there is no special urg ae 
Jurisdiction Bill now; Gn be hee ek ale wat 
w; and that at present it will do more evil th d 
But the people of this country regret that Englishmen wh ma i 
“d —. yore abuse them without any cause ; and there i. age le 
ose who withou au 
nahn albeit phen Pa abuse the people of this country at will, 
“Let him consider this, that 
diction Bill. On the proposal of Sir “Ashley Eden ‘Lord Bi pag sree ve 
this Bill into the Legislative Council. When it was i ake gt 
Legislative Council, the natives of this count ] peg ees age Maa 
tsyet Enolish try scarcely said anything about 
Englishmen convened a large meeting atthe Town Hall and 
On natives whatever abuse came to their li s. S) po a ver 
Indians have been abusive in thei AP segpc Mesa ong pr go 
“py eir tone, and this abuse is growing day 
“Perhaps His Honor has come to know the chara 
ba cter : 
a saahehnes has at every step committed such br Hoe pina 
a n mk prince guilty of it would have perhaps been punished by Govern- 
ag ; oe ht Rivers Thompson knows that the people of Bengal 
peaceful disposition and inoffensive. Whatever they may write in 


hews 
papers or speak at meetings, they are naturally inoffensive; and the 


glishman, &c., ha item 1s } 

. , &C., have provoked into excitement even this inoffensi 

mae : be the abuse and libel poured by the Haslishnen, Meno 
atriot, so celebrated for its loyalty, has become annoyed. «Be 


that as j 
as it may, Mr. Rivers Thompson has come to Calcutta during this 
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period of dispute. If he earnestly takes up the matter and settles 4 
dispute between the two parties, his fame will last for ever. This q; a. 
is not only causing injury to the people of Bengal, but is also doing tena 
injury to the Anglo-Indians, in as much as the confidence and respect which 
the people had for them is diminishing day by day.” 

47. The same paper is confident that Mr. Gladstone will not alloy 

The Jurisdiction Bill, and the Anglo- the Jurisdiction Bill to be withdrawn. The 
Indians. _ Anglo-Indians are foolishly endeavouring to 
weaken the Government of India. If this Government becomes weak, the 
people will gain in strength, and the Europeans who come to this country 
for money or other purposes will be the losers. Nor are the Anglo- 
Indians looking to their self-interest in appealing to the principle of 
majority in the case of the Jurisdiction Bill, in as much as the people of 
India are in favor of the Bill. If Government begins to act according to the 
opinion of the majority in all questions, the unjust privileges which the Anglo 
Indians now enjoy will scon disappear. ‘The lesson in agitation which they 
have given to the people of this country will prove terrible in its conse. 
quences to the teachers themselves. The agitation in connection with the 
Jurisdiction Bill is an attack on the Queen’s proclamation, which is the 
basis of all the hopes and aspirations of the people of this country, and they 
will not allow any interference with it. 

48. The same paper regrets that in the rent controversy none look to 
the interests of intermediate tenants. The 
zemindars have money, influence, and power- 
ful advocates of their cause. The officers of Government and the educated 
classes are friends of the ryot. Butthe middlemen, who form the middle 
and the most important class of the community, have none to look after 
their interests, those who belong to this class siding either with the zemin- 
dars or with the ryots to the utter forgetfulness of their own interests. 

49. Referring to the rumour circulated by the Huglishman that Lord 

The Englishman and the Viceroyalty Ripon has already telegraphed home his 
of India. resignation of his office, the same paper makes 
the follewing remarks :— 

“The Englishman has not published all that he has beard in this 
connection. Lord Ripon telegraphed his prayer to resign his office. 
Mr. Gladstone accepted it and appointed the Editor of the Hnglshman to 
the post. Mr. Gladstone said that the Editor of the Englishman had given, 
in connection with the Jurisdiction Bill, such proof of political capacity, that 
he could not be rewarded with anything short of the post of Governor- 
General of India.” a 

50. The same paper notices it as a curious fact that among the Anglo- 

The Anglo-Indian agitation in Indian agitators in England against the 
England. Jurisdiction Bill, there is not one retired 
Chief Justice of any of the Indian High Courts, or one retired provincial 
Governor. Of the retired Lieutenant-Governors of Bengal, who are alive, 
Sir George Campbell, Sir Richard Temple, and Sir Ashley Eden are all m 
favour of the Bill. 7 

51. Referring to the alleged attempt of a punkha-puller to commit 
rape upona European lady, which was frit 
before the Deputy Commissioner of Jhelum, 
the same paper makes the following observations :-— 

“The punkha coolie must have been a great badmash. The fellow wae 
caught in the attempt tc commit so great a crime, yet he was not at. 
afraid, nor did he fly in fear that night! Though the lady recognised hia, 
yet on going out he sat silent and began ogain to pull the punkha. Many 
believe it to be a matter of doubt whether we should have heard of Sv 


The middleman. 


Assaults on English ladies. 
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not been a tremendous agitation in connection with the 
aes nd ill These cases may or may not have some truth in them, 
re Englishmen can foolishly send a few more servants to prison, they 
<p more get any servants. - None will agree to serve as servants undér 
Fyglishmen, and especially in the houses of Englishmen with ladies. 
° we see that those who serve as servants under Englishmen 
eat badmashes. We know that ordinary servants almost never venture 
svat any violence on ladies belonging to respectable native families.” 
< "62 The same paper says that, though Chur Marchadia has been 
adjudged to be a Government khas mehal and 
the ryots of Chur Marchadia and not g property of Watson and Company, yet 
oe for fishing in some waters there, some three 
hundred men have been sent to prison by the authorities on a charge of 
sriminal trespass brought by Watson and Company. Events have taken 
sich a turn that, though the people of Marchadia are under the protection 
of the Government of India, they will perhaps have to quit their home- 
steads on account of Watson and Company. It is known that, when 
Mr. Rivers Thompson went by steamer to Rajshahye, hundreds of the 
‘qhabitants of Marchadia with petitions in their hands ran a long distance 
‘n the track of the steamer; but as the Lieutenant-Governor did not stop 
the steamer, they returned disappointed. 

53. The Bhdrat Mihir, of the 24th July, fears that the people of 
this country have not yet fully understood the 
extraordinary importance which the Ibert Bill 
has acquired at the present time. Its result will determine the future history 
of this country. It has given rise to a conflict between two opposing forces ; 
and with its victory or defeat will be intimately connected the future of 
this country. The question raised is, whether India is to be governed by 
the sword, as the Anglo-Indians maintain, or on the principles of equality 
laid down by the Crown and Parliament and supported by successive Viceroys. 
Ifthe Bill be now withdrawn, a proposal like it is not likely to be made 
during the next twenty-five years, the memory of the present agitation 
serving as a deterrent to succeeding Governments. In that case the Anglo- 
Indians will become the real lords of this country, the Government merel 


The importance of the [bert Bull. 


carrying out their wishes. In order that the Bill may not be withdrawn 


in deference to the Anglo-Indian agitation, it is necessary to make an 
agitation in its favour in England. For this purpose money will have to 
be raised in this country; and there will be no difficulty in raising money 
if the native community fully understand the importance of the Bill. Hence 
not only newspapers, but also teachers of all sorts of schools, should try 

their best to form the opinion of the country in this matter. 
04. The same paper is glad to learn that the Government of Bengal 
has taken up the question of abkari reform. 


. The use of spirits has spread in this country 
with the spread of western civilization. As example proves more efficacious 


than precept, the people have learnt to imitate this vice of the whiteman. 
esides, Government has increased the facilities for the use of intoxicating 
liquors, The tree whose seed was sown by Sir Ashley Eden is bearing 
fruit. Whatever evils may have been done by the Russian Nihilists or 
Irish rebels, they are nothing in comparison with the evils brought upon 
this country by the outstill system. It is the duty of a civilized Government 
‘o banish the practice of drinking from the country. But if instead 


Abkari reform in Bengal. 


a doing this, the Government encourages the practice, it does great 
qluty to the country, however great the confidence of the people in the 
)Overnment may be. But the Government is not alone to blame. Had 

© leaders of the native community made the effort, they could have done 
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something to remedy this state of things. The writer then refers to 
petition from Berhampore on the subject, and to the reply given by the 
Government of Bengal, to the effect that the whole excise olicy : 
at present under the consideration of Government; and proceeds to le 
as follows :— : 
‘ Really, this assurance has made ushappy. Who does not rejoice when 
a joyous message is conveyed in times of sorrow? Mere increase of revenue 
should not be the chief object of Government. It is natural to have th, 
tree first, before there is a desire to enjoy its fruit. It is our humble prayer 
that the community, the country be protected, before means of increas, 
the revenue are thought of. The Hon’ble Mr. Thompson was Celebrated 
for his firmness of mind. We have never been able to suddenly belieye 
that this reputation would completely disappear so unseasonably, or perhaps 
we have been confounded, because our interests are at stake, Lord 
Ripon is at the head of the Supreme Government. If we cannot see even 
during this period, the death of that powerfuldemon, the outstill system 
then what good will there be to cherish such hope? Itis extremely 
desirable that both Governments should agree to attend to what will pro. 
mote the good of the country, and not merely increase the revenue. We 
expect that Lord Ripon will considerably help the Hon'ble Mr. Thompson 
in this matter, and that Mr. Thompson will not disregard the wailing 
which is heard throughout the country.” 
55. The same paper continues its remarks upon the Bengal Tenancy 
Bill. The most formidable objection raised 
The Rent Bill. as ; 
to the transferability of occupancy tenures is 
that it will do more injury than good to the ryots. The occupancy rights 
being transferable would increase in value. This would make the ryots 
more wasteful, and their holdings would ultimately pass into the hands of 
the money-lenders. To this line of argument it may be replied that 
though in many parts of the country the occupancy rights have been declared 
to be transferable, the ryots have not sold themselves off to the money- 
lenders. Nor has the money-lending class shewn a particular desire to 
invest their money in lands. The large increase in the rate of wages which 
has occurred in recent times has made it impossible for any but the cultivat- 
ing classes to cultivate the land with profit. This has led the zemindars of 
Bengal to convert k‘hamar into ryoti land. Under the circumstances, the 
money-lenders are not likely to purchase occupancy holdings. Observation 
of the condition of ryots in East Bengal will shew that they are increasing 
in wealth, and that most of them are not dependent on the money-lenders. 
It is not, therefore, clear that whenever an occupancy tenure is transferred 
it will pass into the hands of the money-lenders. If, again, the occupancy 
tenures become transferable, landlords will be able to easily realise ther 
rents by selling the tenure of the defaulting ryot, and the mahajans will 
lend the ryots money ata smaller rate of interest. The writer thus sums 
up his proposals regarding the sale of occupancy holdings :— 


lst—That the co-sharers and neighbours should have the right of 
pre-emption, as a wicked man enteriny a village communlly 
might become a nuisance to all the ryots. 
2nd.—That if none of the ryots of the village would purchase, the 
_ landlord should have the right of purchasing the land. 
3rd.—That if the landlord does not purchase the land, he should 
receive a fixed fee for registering the name of the purchaser. 


These rules would not injure any party, would not promote litigation, 
would not bring in another landlord as landlords fear, and. would not 
increase ill-feeling between landlords and tenants. 
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These rules if adopted would do away with the necessity of registering 
thamar and ryots lands, as they would provide a remedy for the evils for the 
moval of which the registration system was proposed. If the landlords 
. ve the right of pre-emption, most of them would not keep the land 
het thas management, and no sale would be valid until it was confirmed 
oe Court of Justice. Hence, notwithstanding the transferability of 
the occupancy right, it would not be easy to sell it. A thing does not 
sell at its real price until there is freedom of saie. The framers of the 
Bill have attempted in section 56 to remedy to some extent the evils which 
the giving of the right of pre-emption to landlords is likely to cause. The 
provisions of that section will be examined in due course. 

56, The same paper observes that the Ilbert Bill agitation has proved 
that for the acquisition of every right and 
political privilege the people of this country 
will have to fight with the Anglo-Indians. It will, therefore, be necessary 
for the people continuously to agitate until their object is gained. They 
want full development of Self-Government, provincial Self-Government, and 
Parliamentary institutions; management by themselves of their own affairs 
under the sway of England. To gain this object, they will have to make long- 
continued agitation both in England and India, and for this purpose they 
will have to raise a large fund. 


57. The same paper is not afraid of the Anglo-Indian agitation in 
_--- England against the Ibert Bill, inasmuch as 
—e agitation 2 Tndia has many friends in that country. 
aan Besides, Lord Ripon is not so weak-minded 
that he would withdraw the Bill in consequence of the Anglo-Indian agita- 
tion. The Cabinet are in favour of the Bill, and so far as is known there 
is nothing to fear in Parliament. Only the India Council is to be feared. 
58. Tne following observations are extracted from the same paper :— 
marae ann When in disregard of the claims of 
| : Mr. Gupta, the ruler of Bengal appointed 
Mr. Henderson Chief Presidency Magistrate of Calcutta, the native 
newspapers unanimously protested against the appointment. That protest 
of the newspapers, though it reached the Hills of Darjeeling, could 
not reach the ears Of the ruler of Bengal. The Pioneer of Allahabad 
strongly supported the appointment of Mr. Henderson and spoke in terms of 
praise of his qualifications. Those qualifications are now being gradually 
disclosed. Mr. Henderson inflicts light punishments on sailors for offences 
which they commit on board their ships; the ship captains convened two 
meetings to protest against the action of Mr. Henderson, and they have 
determined to bring the matter before the Hon’ble Mr. Thompson. Whether 


What the people want. 


this representation will do them any good, it is not possible to say, because 


we have learnt that Mr. Henderson is a relation of some Secretary’ ta the 
Government of Bengal, and that owing to this relationship he has obtained 
this high office. The Captains have hitherto protested against nothing, and 
have bowed to the judgments of the Magistrates. When they have begun 
to protest, who can have any longer any doubt as to the unfitness of 
Mr, Henderson? We have heard from the mouth of Captain Gelacrus (?) 
that a sailor treated a respectable lady most improperly. The Magistrate 
inflicted a very light punishment even on him. It is providential that 

t. Henderson is an Englishman; had he been a native, what ruin 
would have been brought on him! ‘The Anglo-Indian Defence Association 
and the newspapers headed by the Englishman would have advised the 
thootin of the Magistrate. The chief objection to the Ibert Bill is that 

‘alive Magistrates will not be able to understand European manners and 
“ustoms; and in what light the opponents of the Bill see Mr. Henderson’s 
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conduct towards a respectable lady, they alone know. Many Native jj avis 
trates have tried the cases of sailors, but no Captains appeared to protest 
against them. The meeting of the Captains has pointed out the partial, 
of Mr. Henderson. He hears all that the sailors say; but even when the 
Captains offer to prove the truth of their statements by documentary 


evidence, he shrinks from hearing them. 


59. The same paper thinks that there is no reason to be disappointed 

cinihnis alee hia because the Privy Council has rejected the 

ei appeal of Surendra Babu. It will be neces. 

sary to agitate for the enactment of a law to take away this unnatural 

power of the High Court. The attitude of many high-placed Englishmen 
in England shows that this agitation will be crowned with success. 


60. The same paper states that a high officer of the Public Works 

How things are done in the Public Department who recently visited My mensing 
Works Department. ordered the court-house which was being built 
to be pulled down and rebuilt, because the foundations had been laid too deep, 
Who is to be answerable for this loss ? Through whose injudiciousness were 


the foundations laid so deep ? Owing to such causes much money is wasted 
in the Public Works Department. 


61. The Purusottom Pairikad of the 9th July, writes the following 
regarding the Car Festival of Jagannath :— 


Last Friday evening Jagannath came out of the holy temple, and 


7. | took his seat on the car at about 9 py, 
e Car Festival. 

In no other year were there seen so few 
pilgrims as in the present. Incessant rain raised apprehensions in the 
minds of the observers as to the successful termination of the festival 
programme, but all doubts were dispelled when the District Magistrate and 
Prankristna Baboo, Deputy Magistrate in charge of the temple, showed 
great activity in the management of the details of the temple affair. 
The Magistrate was present in person before the car from the begin- 
ning to the end, and, though exposed to the rain, did not leave the place 
until the three cars were drawn from the car-fields to the Lion gate of the 
temple. He was present while the great Jugannath was conveyed to his 
appointed seat on the car. The arrangements were so good that the pil- 
grims felt themselves very comfortable. There were no accidents. 


62. The following is quoted from the English columns of the supple: 
ment to the Utkal Darpan of 8th July :— 


“Many amlahs of the Balasore Collectorate and Magistracy have 

The Amlah of the Balasore Collec. been put to much trouble for the kind of 
torate required to furnish securities. security they have been required to furnish. 
Formerly landed proprietors or merchants used to stand as security or some 
immoveable property, such as houses or zemindaries, .was to furnish it, and 
low paid amlahs had no difficulty in furnishing such securities. But now- 
a-days cash or promissory notes or stock notes are required instead. These 
kinds of securities are not always possible for poor men hankering after 
posts of Rs. 20 or Rs. 30 a month to furnish. Suppose a clerk drawing 
Rs. 25 a month is required to furnish a security of Rs. 500 according to the 
present system, our readers can well imagine to what difficulty the man 
will be put for securing the required sum. One who can furnish Rs. 500 
in cash or in promissory notes will not generally be hankering after a post 
worth Rs. 25, for he can earn that amount or even more by putting out 
that sum at interest, or investing it in trade and other independent profes- 
sion. It is not always easy for such poor amlahs to get men who can pay 
that amount to them, for the latter can utilize the sum far more profitably 
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han investing it in the 4 per cents. We therefore hope that our Collector 
gill take up the subject and report it to higher authorities to remove the 
nuch-felt difficulty. It is the general belief that if he kindly takes up | 
the subject and represents it strongly, Government will not deny the iH 


concession. | i 
RAJKRISHNA MUKHOPADHYAYA, mua. & B. Ly 


: Bengali Translator. 
BenGaL!I TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, | 


The 28th July 1888. 


“* ; ' ‘ . : Ry 
. * a eS oN i oe 
bes ¥ : xy raat) ; - : : ay 


Bengal Sect, Press—W. J. & CE. G.—Reg.. No. 50690 —-66e081-7-83. 


Fs 


ptt, oa 3 
ote Eat EM 


